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District Cooling

• An underground network of pipes providing chilled water to meet the cooling
needs of multiple buildings

• Gathering load generates superior energy savings, reliability and quality
• Thermal storage provides electrical demand management
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Downtown District Cooling
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Slide62

Cloud Pavilion is inspired by the hydrological cycle
of evaporation, condensation and precipitation. 
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Artwork requires zero paints and solvents, 
minimizing the need for maintenance. “Cloud 
rings” are carefully designed to be interlocking, 
maximizing material use with minimum waste.
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October​ ​18,​ ​2017 
 
 
 
Jackie​ ​Sargent,​ ​General​ ​Manager 
Austin​ ​Energy 
721​ ​Barton​ ​Springs​ ​Road 
Austin,​ ​TX​ ​78704 
  
RE: District​ ​Cooling​ ​Plant​ ​#3​ ​and​ ​related​ ​AIPP​ ​project 
  
Dear​ ​Ms.​ ​Sargent: 
  
 On​ ​behalf​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Downtown​ ​Austin​ ​Neighborhood​ ​Association,​ ​we​ ​want​ ​to​ ​thank 
you​ ​for​ ​Austin​ ​Energy’s​ ​continued​ ​attention​ ​to​ ​the​ ​concerns​ ​and​ ​interests​ ​of​ ​downtown 
residents​ ​regarding​ ​the​ ​planned​ ​District​ ​Cooling​ ​Plant​ ​#3​ ​and​ ​the​ ​related​ ​Art​ ​in​ ​Public 
Places​ ​project. 
  
 In​ ​regard​ ​to​ ​the​ ​cooling​ ​plant​ ​itself,​ ​DANA​ ​members​ ​have​ ​been​ ​concerned​ ​from​ ​the 
beginning​ ​about​ ​the​ ​prospect​ ​of​ ​loud​ ​noise​ ​from​ ​the​ ​plant.​ ​Austin​ ​Energy​ ​appears​ ​to​ ​have 
taken​ ​those​ ​concerns​ ​seriously.​ ​At​ ​a​ ​DANA​ ​board​ ​meeting​ ​on​ ​June​ ​21,​ ​2017,​ ​Austin 
Energy​ ​presented​ ​a​ ​sound​ ​report​ ​stating​ ​that​ ​with​ ​the​ ​planned​ ​installation​ ​of​ ​acoustical 
louvers,​ ​the​ ​noise​ ​level​ ​at​ ​the​ ​property​ ​level​ ​of​ ​the​ ​plant​ ​is​ ​expected​ ​to​ ​be​ ​67dBA,​ ​and​ ​at 
nearby​ ​residential​ ​balconies​ ​it​ ​is​ ​expected​ ​to​ ​be​ ​49dBA.​ ​Ambient​ ​evening​ ​sound​ ​levels​ ​at 
the​ ​site​ ​generally​ ​vary​ ​between​ ​64​ ​and​ ​72dBA,​ ​with​ ​much​ ​higher​ ​spikes​ ​from​ ​passing 
trains. 
  
 In​ ​regard​ ​to​ ​the​ ​related​ ​Art​ ​in​ ​Public​ ​Places​ ​Project,​ ​we​ ​are​ ​glad​ ​that​ ​Austin​ ​Energy 
is​ ​working​ ​with​ ​Beili​ ​Liu​ ​on​ ​plans​ ​for​ ​an​ ​installation​ ​that​ ​will​ ​add​ ​beauty​ ​to​ ​the​ ​site.​ ​At​ ​a 
special​ ​meeting​ ​at​ ​the​ ​Spring​ ​Condos​ ​on​ ​September​ ​20,​ ​2017,​ ​DANA​ ​members​ ​met​ ​with 
the​ ​artist​ ​and​ ​others​ ​on​ ​the​ ​team​ ​to​ ​discuss​ ​the​ ​project.​ ​The​ ​concept​ ​for​ ​the​ ​project​ ​was 
well​ ​received.​ ​We​ ​hope​ ​provisions​ ​will​ ​be​ ​put​ ​in​ ​place​ ​to​ ​ensure​ ​that​ ​the​ ​project​ ​and 
surrounding​ ​landscaping​ ​are​ ​appropriately​ ​maintained​ ​in​ ​the​ ​future. 
  
 With​ ​these​ ​understandings,​ ​we​ ​support​ ​the​ ​plans​ ​for​ ​both​ ​the​ ​district​ ​cooling​ ​plant 
and​ ​the​ ​related​ ​Art​ ​in​ ​Public​ ​Places​ ​project.​ ​Please​ ​keep​ ​us​ ​posted​ ​as​ ​construction 
approaches,​ ​and​ ​let​ ​us​ ​know​ ​of​ ​any​ ​significant​ ​changes​ ​to​ ​the​ ​current​ ​plans.​ ​We​ ​look 
forward​ ​to​ ​continuing​ ​to​ ​work​ ​with​ ​Austin​ ​Energy​ ​toward​ ​the​ ​successful​ ​completion​ ​of​ ​these 
projects. 
  
​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​Very​ ​truly​ ​yours, 
  
 
 ​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​Board​ ​of​ ​Directors 
​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​Downtown​ ​Austin​ ​Associates​ ​Neighborhood​ ​Association
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DESIGN COMMISSION 
MONDAY, APRIL 25, 2016; 6:00 PM 

AUSTIN CITY HALL, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS ROOM 1101 
301 W. SECOND STREET, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78701 

 
Meeting Minutes 

 
 

2. NEW BUSINESS (Discussion and Possible Action): 
 

b. Discussion and possible action on the Austin Energy District Cooling Plant No.3 
schematic project submittal located at 812 ½ West Second Street seeking support 
for the project. (Phil Reed, Cotera Reed Architects); 

 

Mr. Phil Reed, Jim Collins and Ms. Carol Stewart presented the project. 
Mr. Phil Reed presented the Building Design. 

 
The motion to support project as presented with letter of support with direct chair 
to draft support with friendly amendments as presented. Made by C. Kenny; 
Second by A. Coleman was approved on a vote of [9-0] B. Whatley not present. 

mailto:preed@coterareed.com
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